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It’s time to talk about holiness again.  It’s a good word spoiled by 
poor theology, imbalance and in our day secular assumptions that 
holiness is sanctimonious, hypocritical and stupidly impractical. Ev-
erett Cattell’s work The Spirit of Holiness is an honest, transparent 
and attractive work on deeper Christian living. It still speaks with 
power fifty years after it was first published.  He wrote the book 
to address concerns and misunderstandings he felt were common 
among people seeking the fullness of God’s presence in their lives. 
I’m interested in the practicality of the book.  Much of the material 
was taught and preached first in India where personal and corpo-
rate integrity were scarce.  Cattell believed the lack of Christian 
consistency was a major block to the work of the Kingdom.  Only 

the transforming work of the Holy Spirit can bring down those barriers.  Some of Cattell’s materi-
als can be found in small pamphlets printed earlier for fellow missionaries and for Indian leaders 
during the years Cattell served as the Executive Director of the Evangelical Fellowship of India.  
Themes of discipline, surrender and personal guidance are timeless and trans-cultural.  Cattell is 
Christ-centered, honors scripture, and knows the power of personal experience.
Wayne Evans’ comments and discussion questions help focus key teachings.  There are no lofty 
heights of “holiness preaching” oddly out-of-touch with human experience.  Rather, God is present 
in the Holy Spirit to progressively cleanse and prepare the believer, to transform, to nurture, and to 
bless.  God’s grace is real. Evans wants Cattell’s “gems” from the past to be embraced with the heart 
even more than the mind, even though Cattell’s presentation is fully rational and commonsense.  I 
have long felt The Spirit of Holiness to be a Quaker classic worthy of new attention.  To be hidden 
in Christ is the balance found in Scripture and in experience that liberates from legalism, surpasses 
selfishness and empowers for purity.  This is not sinless perfection but joyful transformation.
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